Does the melanin-concentrating hormone antagonist SNAP-7941 deserve 3As?
Melanin-concentrating hormone (MCH) is orexigenic (stimulates food intake). Two receptors for MCH have been identified in humans, MCH1-R and MCH2-R. SNAP-7941 is a small molecule MCH1-R antagonist. SNAP-7941 inhibits MCH-induced food intake in rats. SNAP-7941 alone reduced weight gain in young growing rats and in mature rats fed a high-fat diet. Preliminary testing with SNAP7941 in animal models of depression and anxiety shows it has antidepressant and anxiolytic effects. SNAP7941 should undergo further development as an anorectic, antidepressant and anxiolytic.